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Location:  Mining activities in Minnesota are primarily 
located in what is referred to as the Arrowhead region of the 
state.  The Arrowhead encompasses the Northeast 
Minnesota counties of Aitkin, Carlton, Cook, Itasca, 
Koochiching, Lake, and St. Louis. 
 
Description: The St. Paul District (District) is involved in 
the review and evaluation of applications for ferrous (iron 
ore) and metallic mineral mining projects under Section 404 
of the Clean Water Act.  Iron ore mining includes such 
materials as high grade iron ores, magnetic taconites, non-
magnetic taconites, iron ore tailings, and manganese-bearing 
iron ores found on the Mesabi Range.  The metallic minerals 
category includes elements such as copper, nickel, platinum, 
palladium, gold, silver, cobalt, chromium, titanium, zinc, 
lead, bismuth, tin, tungsten, tantalum, niobium, or rare earth 
elements.   
 
Issues:  The review of permit applications for iron ore and 
metallic mineral mining projects is complex and labor 
intensive.  Because of the size of these projects and the 
magnitude of the impacts to waters of the United States 
almost all applications for new mines, pit expansions and 
extensions, and construction or expansion of tailings basins 
requires a standard individual permit.  Applications for new 
mines or other activities that have the potential to 
significantly impact the human environment require the 
preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  In 
Northeasten Minnesota, several public interest factors are 
consistently at the forefront during the review of these 
applications.  These public interest factors include: impacts 
to threatened and endangered species (Canada lynx), 
impacts to wetlands and compensatory mitigation for those 
impacts, impacts to water quality, impacts to cultural 
resources, and the cumulative effect of mining activities.  
Thorough analysis of these issues during the review process 
requires extensive coordination with other state and Federal 
agencies as well as with Native American tribes.  
 
Importance:  In 2009, the University of Minnesota Duluth 
Labovitz School of Business and Economics completed a 
report on the economic impact of iron ore and metallic 
mineral mining in Northeast Minnesota.  Using 2007 as a 
baseline, the report concluded that iron ore and metallic 
mineral mining directly contributed over $1 billion to the 
region’s economy along with several thousand jobs.  Iron 
ore mining activities also generate significant tax revenues 
and royalties for the State of Minnesota.  The estimated 
2012 tax and royalty revenue from iron ore mining is 
approximately $170 million.  The economic impact from 

mining is expected to increase in the future as both mining 
sectors continue to pursue expansions or new opportunities.  
Currently, the District is reviewing five applications for the 
expansion or extension of exiting iron ore mines and one 
application for a new metallic mineral mine.  Pre-application 
meetings have also been held with a second company 
contemplating a metallic mineral mine in the region. 
 
Risk: Reductions in staff or the ability of staff to complete 
necessary tasks could adversely affect the District’s ability 
to efficiently review applications associated with mining 
activities. 
 
Consequence:  Uncertainty associated with the efficiency 
and timeliness of the District’s review could disrupt 
scheduling and plan implementation for applicants.    

 
 
FY 13 Resource Commitments:  Currently, the District has 
approximately five full time employee (FTEs) equivalents 
engaged in the review of mining permits.  This figure 
includes three Project Managers that work exclusively on 
mining application reviews and permit modifications.  The 
remaining two FTEs represent the time that other staff is 
either reviewing mining applications in addition to other 
types of activities or provide technical or programmatic 
support as these needs arise.  The District is also actively 
engaged in the preparation of one EIS associated with the 
one metallic mineral mine application under review.    
 
Congressional Interest:  Senate: Klobuchar (MN), Franken 
(MN); House:  Nolan (MN-8).
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